[Hippocrates' viewpoint on cancer].
Hippocrates pioneered the knowledge of cancer by inheriting the medical ideas of ancient Egypt in combination with his own medical practice and observation. He defined cancer as a special category of diseases, claiming that cancer is rich in blood vessels with infiltration capacity. He probed the pathogenesis of cancer on the basis of the "Four Humors" theory. He advocated the comprehensive treatment principles based on the patient's individual condition even in the absence of effective therapeutic methods. For incurable patients, he adopted the principle of palliative therapy which was in conformation with the principles of treatment in modern medicine. He stressed the prognosis of cancer and timely notice of the condition to the patients' relatives. The relevant moral ideas he put forward are still applied nowadays.